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Please send your thoughts/feedback to spfaoffice@holyspirit.ab.ca

Principal’s Message

March can be a quiet little month at St. Patrick Fine Arts; there are many things going on, but we tend
to try to keep them a bit muted to show reverence for the season of Lent. March is a great time to
practice trying to slow down, to listen to God and to set some genuine goals for stepping more fully
into the light He has laid out for us. As mentioned on the big green sign by the road, Lent can also be a
‘loud’ time where we share our commitment boldly and let our faith be our guide in all that we do! Why
not share your many blessings as believers!?

We celebrate our patron saint this month on the 17 , including a chance to revisit our much-loved ‘one
word’ project that kicked off the school year. We also wrap up our basketball season with so much
growth among these great athletes. The grade 4-6 students are entering a new round of Artist
Workshop option classes to get a little bit more creative and share in some great learning with their
teachers. Our choirs are getting ready to perform with the Lethbridge Symphony Orchestra on April 1
and everyone is starting to buzz about our upcoming annual ‘Learning Through the Arts’ Festival, this
year titled ‘GLOW: God Loves our Wonder”. You will be amazed at what our teachers are dreaming up
for this year’s celebration! Please save the date for Thursday, May 14 so the kids (and you) can attend!
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March also opens the door to the future a little bit more. We will be moving forward with 26/27
registration approvals and helping our grade 6 students envision themselves in their new junior high
school with an FLVT school tour and parent night info. Please stay tuned if that applies to you!
Although there is no March report card, we are still hosting Parent/Teacher/Student interviews this
month to connect on progress, on goal attainment and to ensure no plan is left unmade to support
your child’s creative learning through to the end of June. Individual Student Plan (ISP) check-in
meetings are also during this time, and your involvement in those is crucial to their effectiveness.
Thank you for attending these meetings (and for supporting the corresponding Book Fair from
Scholastic to expand your library and ours at school!).

So, ‘quiet’ is a true goal, but are there truly any quiet days when kids are involved? I urge you to seek
out those quiet moments in your home with no screens, with shared meals, and with lots of love and
laughter. Let March be a time where you share your own best memories about Spring, about setting
goals and working hard to achieve them and about being creative, just because you can! God has got
you!

Blessings,
Kathy Jones-Husch, Principal
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General InformationGrowing in Faith

As we enter the sacred season of Lent, we are invited into a time of prayer, reflection, and
renewal. Lent calls us to open our hearts more fully to God and to one another, to live with
intention, compassion, and generosity.

Over the past weeks, we have already seen beautiful examples of this spirit alive in our school
community. Through our Pink Shirt Day Kindness Cross, students reflected on how simple acts of
kindness can open the door for others to encounter Jesus. Each act, each word of
encouragement, and each choice to include someone becomes a small but powerful way of living
our faith in action.

Our recent bake sale was another meaningful expression of this commitment. Together, our
community raised almost $1,500 for the Interfaith Food Bank, a tangible reminder that when we
come together with generous hearts, we can make a real difference in the lives of others. As we
continue our Lenten journey, our Grade 5 students will lead us in their upcoming Mission Project,
creating care packages for those experiencing homelessness in our community. Their leadership
reflects the Gospel call to serve with love and dignity.

We are also excited that our Grade 6 students will attend a Confirmation retreat at St. Martha's
Church, joining peers from the other Catholic west side schools to strengthen their faith, prepare
for the Sacrament of Confirmation, and build new friendships. This retreat is a beautiful example
of our wider Catholic community journeying together in faith.

This month, we also celebrate our patron saint, Saint Patrick, whose life was marked by courage,
perseverance, and deep trust in God. He opened wide the doors of faith in Ireland, sharing the
Good News with humility and conviction. During Lent, we are reminded that we, too, are called to
live boldly in our faith, not only in words but in action, bringing light and hope to those around us.
On St. Patrick’s Day, students will reflect on their One-Word Project, creating pins to guide their
growth and deepen their connection to our faith-filled fine arts community.

May this Lenten season continue to shape us into a community rooted in kindness, service, and
faith, always opening the door a little wider for Christ to enter and for others to feel His love
through us.

Carla Ferrari,
Associate Principal



School Council Update

Notices

Please visit the school website for any Community Notices under Newsletters / Community
Notices.  This month's postings include:

Lethbridge Orcas        Royal City Soccer         Writers’ Guild of Alberta

Happy March!
Spring is just around the corner; and School Council is excited to step into the new season
with you all.

Get Involved in School Council
Our next meeting is March 5, 2026 @ 7pm. We’d love your voice and ideas! All SPFA parents
are welcome—no experience necessary! If you can’t attend but have creative ideas, consider
attending virtually at meet.google.com/esi-gwiq-uhz. You will be let into the meeting once
your request is seen.

Did You Know?
Having a child at St. Pat’s automatically makes you part of our School Council. Each month
we come together to advocate for students and staff, plan fundraiser initiatives, organize
social and wellness events as well as create Hot Lunch programs. Together we ensure all
students have a memorable school year

Thank you!
Thank you to the Knights of Columbus at St. Martha’s Parish and the wonderful parent
volunteers that made our pre-Shrove pancake lunch event such a success! So many
pancakes and sausages were eaten that day that the kids were for sure ready for Lent!

Looking Ahead
We are currently looking for parent volunteers to help with upcoming school community
events. Please reach out to spfasc@holyspirit.ab.ca or beccainnes02@gmail.com for more
information.

I know this is going to be an incredible spring season for our school community. Thank you
for your continued support and involvement.

Becca Innes
School Council Chair

http://meet.google.com/esi-gwiq-uhz
mailto:spfasc@holyspirit.ab.ca
mailto:beccainnes02@gmail.com


General Information

Our very own Luise K. won the Knights of
Columbus District Keep Christ in Christmas

Poster contest.  Way to go Luise!

 ‘Keep Christ in Christmas’
Poster Contest

Congratulations on a successful Bake Sale!
Grade 2 and 3 students worked hard and raised

almost $1500 for the Interfaith Foodbank. 
That’s AMAZING!

Heartful Bites Fundraiser

CONGRATULATIONS!

March Interviews are Coming!

Grades 1 to 6 Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews take place on
Thursday, March 26  from 4:15 - 7:30 pm and

Friday, March 27  from 12:00 - 3:15 pm.
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Book your spot via your Conference Manager account starting March 9th.
Kindergarten interviews will be scheduled separately. Please check your e-mail for

an invitation or call the office at 403-327-4386 to book your spot.



General Information

There are many pathways to learning about the impact
of screen time on the brain, but these are two good

places to start. Thought-provoking and timely to help
you protect your children and yourselves from an

uncontrolled technological landscape.

Worth a Look to Gain Perspective...
Diary of a CEO (podcast/other media) and 

‘The Anxious Generation’ book

Did you know that AHS has many live and recorded sessions
on a wide range of topics to help you navigate the many

facets of children and teens? Visit this site for more
information. You can also subscribe to their newsletter. *Note

that some content does not reflect Catholic teachings.

Learning with AHS and 
Community Education Services

Kids Don’t Come With Instruction Manuals...

Need help with Lunches?
Ask a Dietician!

Have picky eaters? Have them
help build lunches by reviewing

healthy options and then
making those part of your

shopping list. There are more
great resources for

parents/schools here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EScgrk7oEwU
https://community.hmhc.ca/
https://prairies.teachnutrition.ca/en/material-and-resources/products/lunch-box-guide/


March 26th and March 27th
Please help our school meet our goal and inspire a love of reading in
all students. Scholastic gives back a portion of every dollar spent at

the Fair as rewards to our school! 

It takes a village, and a few amazing volunteers, to make our Book
Fair a success.  Click on the link to see the book fair webpage.

Volunteer opportunities for "SPFA Book Fair 2026" are now open.
To sign up, just follow the instructions on the page.

volunteersignup.org/CDEAJ
It only takes a few seconds to do.

Thank you for volunteering!

Preview Books

https://www2.scholastic.ca/bookfairs/featured-books/
https://bookfairs.scholastic.ca/bf/stpatrickfineartssch3
https://volunteersignup.org/CDEAJ
https://volunteersignup.org/CDEAJ
https://www2.scholastic.ca/bookfairs/featured-books/


New School Boundaries
New West Lethbridge school boundaries will take effect for the 2026–2027 school year. These boundaries
determine school placement and transportation eligibility. New year Boundary maps are available on the
Holy Spirit Catholic School Division website.

Registration Process
Stage 1: New Boundary-Affected Families Began January 19, 2026
Families impacted by boundary changes were contacted first via e-mail. Requests to attend a school
outside the assigned boundary may be submitted, but are not guaranteed even if you currently attend a
school outside of your resident boundary (including St. Patrick Fine Arts). Transportation will no  longer be
provided for out-of-boundary schools, except for grade 6 students who elect to stay at their current school.
That is part of the grandfathering process for those students only.

Stage 2: Existing Holy Spirit Families Begins February 2, 2026
Registration opens to all existing Holy Spirit Catholic School Division families across all grades. Requests
are reviewed based on available space in each school site.

Stage 3: New Registrations Begins February 9, 2026
Registration opens to all new students. Your assigned school will depend on which boundary area you live
in. Please see the new boundary maps on the Holy Spirit Catholic School Division website.

Grade 6 Students – 2026–2027 year only
All students entering grade 6 can stay at their current school for the 2026–2027 school year with
transportation provided (for grade 6 students only). Students currently attending Father Leonard Van
Tighem in grade 5 will remain registered there for grade 6. Families may submit a request for a grade 6
student to attend a different school, and those requests are reviewed after March 9. After the 2026-2027
school year, grade 6 students will attend their boundary school unless approved to attend elsewhere.

Transportation
Although St. Patrick Fine Arts has been a ‘school of choice’ with transportation provided upon acceptance,
next year is different. Transportation eligibility is now based on attending boundary schools for all Holy
Spirit schools. Students attending a school outside of their boundary are not eligible for transportation with
the exception of grade 6 students who elect to stay at their current school and St. Francis students who
went to St. Patrick Fine Arts prior to grade 7 and want to stay at St. Francis for grades 8 and 9. We should
know more about routes in August once registration and transportation needs for each school are more
defined.

Next Steps
Schools will begin contacting out of boundary families regarding registration decisions after March 9,
2026. Please complete your student’s registration form as soon as possible. Timely submission is
appreciated to support the approval process and to know your wishes.

If you have questions about any of this information, please do not wait to reach out. We want to ensure
you are informed and can make the best decisions for your family. We remain grateful for your
commitment to Catholic education through Holy Spirit Catholic Schools. You can call our school office at
403-327-4386 or email spfaoffice@holyspirit.ab.ca anytime.

2026-2027 Registration Reminders
(Information adapted from Holy Spirit shared info)

https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/boundary_maps
https://www.holyspirit.ab.ca/boundary_maps


2026-2027 Registration Examples

 Confirmed K-6 St. Patrick Fine Arts student:
Lives in Riverstone, Canyons, Paradise
Canyon, Sunridge or Mountain Heights
Assigned to St. Patrick Fine Arts School
Transportation may be available
(dependent upon distance to school)
Registration opens February 2nd

Confirmed K-6 St. Patrick Fine Arts student:
Lives in Ridgewood Heights or Heritage
Heights (east of University Drive W)
Assigned to St. Patrick Fine Arts School
Transportation available from both
neighbourhoods
Registration opened January 19th

Possible K-6 St. Patrick Fine Arts student:
Lives outside of SPFA boundary
Assigned school is either St. Kateri or
Children of St. Martha
Request can be made to attend St.
Patrick Fine Arts (but acceptance is not
guaranteed)
Transportation to SPFA is not available
Registration opened January 19th
school views this waitlist after Mar 9

Confirmed Gr. 6 St. Patrick Fine Arts student:
Lives outside of SPFA boundary
went to SPFA for gr 5
Assigned school is either St. Kateri or
Children of St. Martha
Can elect to stay at St. Patrick Fine Arts
Automatic acceptance
Transportation is available (for grade 6
students only) for this year
Registration opened January 19th

K-6 student who attended Father Leonard
Van Tighem School in 25/26:

Lives in Heritage Estates or Ridgewood
Estates (east of University Drive W)
Assigned school is St. Patrick Fine Arts
Request can be made to other schools
(but acceptance is not guaranteed)
Transportation is available from both
neighbourhoods to SPFA only
Registration opened January 19th

New Families to Holy Spirit Catholic School
Division:

Live in St. Patrick Fine Arts School
boundary
Transportation is provided from some
areas (dependent on distance to school)
Registration starts February 9th;
eligibility varies as per division admin
procedure

*Note: all scenarios
reflect grade the children

are in during the 26/27
school year.

Grade 6 student leaving St. Patrick Fine
Arts School:

registers at FLVT for grade 7 with
transportation provided for all students
can request to register at St. Francis Jr.
High, but no transportation is available.



Monthly Parable Family Learning



Saint of the Month - St. Benedict Joseph Labre



There are
15 SPFA
students

in this
show!!



RSVP by Mar 5










