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Christensen’s Corner

I was at Costco last week and noticed shelves filled with Halloween decorations,
costumes, toys and candy . . . lots of Costco sized candy. Halloween has grown into a
major secular holiday in North America, much the same way Christmas has. As with
Christmas, let us not forget the Christian Catholic origins and traditions of ‘All Hallows
Eve.’  Hallow is the same word for ‘holy’ that we find in the Lord’s Prayer, and e’en is a
contraction for evening. Halloween is the eve, or vigil, before All Saints Day. All Saints
Day is a Holy Day of obligation that celebrates all the saints, known and unknown. It
is the day we are in communion with the saints.  Halloween is a Christian celebration
that is almost 1,300 years old. This holiday, properly understood and explained, can
be celebrated with all of its fun of dressing up, carving pumpkins, and Trick or
Treating. It can also be a way for us to deepen our understanding of our faith.

At St. Patrick Fine Arts we will be celebrating Halloween on Friday October 30.
Students, staff and visitors will be dressing up. A costume parade, and assembly will
be held in the morning followed by Halloween Parties in home rooms for students.
During the month of October teachers will be teaching about Halloween or ‘All Hallows
Eve’ and All Saints Day on November 1. The two days go hand in hand, one does not
make sense without the other, similar to Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

In the end, it is a parental choice to participate or not. October 30 is a Friday (a short
day) so please send your student to school dressed in their costume if they will be
participating. Make Halloween a teaching moment; explain the Christian / Catholic
origins of Halloween to your student / child. Tie the vigil, Halloween, to the Feast of All
Saints, and explain to students why we celebrate this feast so that they won’t view All
Saints Day as “the boring day of obligation when we have to go to church before we
can eat more candy.” 

Have a Blessed Halloween
Brent Christensen

http://www.spfa.holyspirit.ab.ca/
http://www.spfa.holyspirit.ab.ca/


   Grade 6's are hosting a Food Drive from September 28  to October 9 .th th

   Please consider sending in donations for our community. 
   Thank you in advance

Travelling Art Exhibitions

We make many different connections to objects, people
and places as we grow up and these experiences mold
us into the person we become. When visualizing the
feeling of ‘home’ someone may produce in their mind
an image of the area they were born, a house they
were raised in, or a memory of their childhood.
Featuring artworks from the Alberta Foundation for
the Arts Permanent Collection, This is Home presents a
variety of visual narrations of what the artist
experienced in their home life.

This is Home
October 8 – November 4, 2026

Organized by The Alberta Foundation for the Arts and the
Travelling Exhibition program (TREX)

Food Drive

Growing in Faith

Cupper’s Coffee Fundraiser 2026

This year, we are called to share Christ’s love through our faith plan: "Open Wide the Doors!
Sent to Share Christ's Love." As we live out this mission through loving God, showing kindness,
and drawing near to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, we are excited to launch our annual Cupper’s
Coffee Fundraiser from October 19 to November 12 with the theme: "Brewed in Grace,
Shared in Kindness - A Sacred Heart in Every Start.”

This month, our students will be challenged to use their creative talents to design a label for the
coffee that reflects these sacred values. Every bag of coffee purchased does more than start
your morning; it puts our faith into action. All proceeds will go directly to CCH’s Santa’s
Anonymous, bringing hope, joy, and Christ's love to families right here in our community. Stay
tuned for ordering details through School Cash Online, and thank you for opening your doors
and hearts in support!

Carla Ferrari
Associate Principal



 
Notices
Please visit the school website for any Community Notices under
School / Newsletters / Community Notices.

This month's postings include:

University of Lethbridge Conservatory of Music - Group Violin Lesson

General Information

Terry Fox Run Update
The Annual Terry Fox Run was held at school on a spectacular September
morning! Students headed out with their colour teams to run/walk around
William Pearce Park. Thank you to all who donated for such a worthy cause
and kept this tradition alive in our school with over $500 donated!  Many
thanks as well to family members who volunteered!

Knights of Columbus Coats 4 Kids Campaign

Dear Families,

The Knights of Columbus of St. Martha’s Parish are striving to help children
by collecting and then donating gently used winter coats to elementary and
junior high students at our Catholic schools located in West Lethbridge.
Please check your closets for fall/winter coats. If they no longer fit your
children, please wash and then bring to the school and place in box marked
K of C Coats 4 Kids Campaign.

Additionally, please also feel free to purchase new coats when you buy a
coat for your own child. The collection of coats will happen until the October
20th – distribution to children will start with the return to cold weather. Your
support in helping children stay warm this winter is very much appreciated.

Carmen Mombourquette Campaign Coordinator

Food Bank Drive
Grade 6 students are hosting a Food Bank Drive until October 9th.  Please
consider donating any non-perishable items during this time.  Let’s try for as
much weight in donations as possible. If you would like to make a monetary
donation to the Interfaith Food Bank instead, that would be great! Visit their
site at https://interfaithfoodbank.ca/

https://interfaithfoodbank.ca/


School Council Update

Hello Fall!

Fall has come in fast; the leaves have changed and the wind is blowing them into
beautiful piles for us to enjoy! A time of hot chocolatey mornings, and toasty
marshmallow evenings are upon us! 

Get Involved in School Council.

Our next meeting is October 1 at 7PM
Upcoming meetings: November 5, December 3 (at 7 pm)

We’d love your voice and ideas! All SPFA parents are welcome—no experience
necessary! If you can’t attend but have creative ideas, attend virtually at
meet.google.com/esi-gwiq-uhz. 
 
Did You Know?

Having a child at St. Pat’s automatically makes you part of our School Council.
Each month we come together to advocate for students and staff, plan fundraiser
initiatives, organize social and wellness events, create Hot Lunch programs.
Together we ensure all students have a memorable school year. 

Looking Ahead Social/Wellness committee:

Movie Night October 23 @ 6PM
Hot Lunch committee: All hot lunch options will be available for purchase on
School Cash Online.
Fall Fundraiser: Bacon by the Box is Back! Order on School Cash Online. Nov 2–
Nov 30 

We are currently looking for parent volunteers to help with these wonderful school
community events. Please reach out to spfasc@holyspirit.ab.ca or
beccainnes02@gmail.com for more information.

Looking forward to a wonderful fall season at SPFA. Thank you for your continued
support and involvement.

Becca Innes
School Council Chair. 





Saint of the Month - St. Frances de Sales



Faith Formation - Family Learning
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